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Though the word 'independence5 has a specific meaning
in the English dictionary, to these masses it has also a larger
and deeper meaning. They do not understand what 'Parliament5,
'Responsible Government', or 'Councils' mean, but the word
eswaraj' gives them the meaning in the twinkling of an eye. Today
they are paying the land revenue but they do not know why
and how much is spent for the country's purposes. They do not
even know that 55 crores are spent over the military. At the
same time, remember, they have no fear from the frontiers, or the
Afghans or any other place. As a matter of fact, the invasions
never bother Indian villagers because invasions in India did not
begin with the East India Company. We had them even before
that period. These invaders did not go beyond the cities. They
did not go beyond Delhi and, as you know from the geography
of India, a vast number of its people living in villages were un-
affected by the invasions. Moreover, internal quarrels do not
affect the villagers. They therefore need no protection. Today
the vast masses are living in abject starvation. They do not
know what it is to have two meals a day. They have no bread
and butter for themselves, nor a drop of milk for their children.

We have added dignity to their life and they have gained
confidence that they will be able to make both ends meet and
keep the wolf away from their doors.1

The Congress has purified politics. It has almost spiritualized
ita though personally I do not like that word. We are out to win
freedom with non-violence and truth, by removal of untouch-
ability, and by recognition of every villager as a human being.
Our non-co-operation fight signifies that no man can possibly
tyrannize over another. Our whole movement is based on moral-
ity. We do not believe in the theory of the sweet will of our
rulers. You know what we do in India. When authorities say
do this, which we know is a wrong order, we say, thank you, we
will not do it. We say we won't do anything which injures our
self-respect, hurts our human dignity, and in such a struggle even
millionaires have discarded their wealth and have ultimately become
trustees of their wealth for the betterment of Indian villagers.

If British Ministers do not recognize my claim and want to
keep the yoke on our neck, we may once again go through the
fiery ordeal because, perhaps, we still need to suffer. Your
Government has brought no benefit to my country. It has only
emasculated it. It is a shame that we are made incapable of de-

1 Gandhiji here was referring to the work done by the All-India Spinners'
Association*